1/1/2016 



The Dangerous Lies Of TB Joshua, By Ebenezer Obadare 



Submit your story Advertise Opinion Jobs Mail Feedback to NAIJ.COM Mobile App (Free) 



Sign in / Get email 



Send, Sync and Share Files 

[So simple even your clients can use it] 



Sign up free 



HIGHTAIL 






your ideas moving 



NEWS > Opinion 

The Dangerous Lies Of TB 
Joshua, By Ebenezer Obadare 

Ebenezer Obadare 6 days ago 181355 

Share on Facebook Share on Twitter Send email 



Editor’s note: Ebenezer Obadare, the Naij.com columnist, has a lot of questions for 
Pastor T.B. Joshua regarding the September 2014 SCOAN guesthouse collapse and the 
subsequent attempts of the mega-popular religious leader to divert attention from and 
conceal details of the tragedy. How come in Nigeria we are so easily distracted in 
everything church-related? 

By now, you must have come across the totally unexpected news of the naming of 
the leader of The Synagogue, Church of All Nations (SCOAN), Pastor Temitope 
Balogun Joshua, as the first-of-its-kind 2015 Yoruba Man of the Year. Egbe Omo 
Oodua Parapo, the organization which has adjudged Pastor Joshua worthy of this 
special distinction, assures us it is “a coalition of 35 pan-Yoruba groups drawn 
from across the world,” and that the decision to bestow the special honor on Pastor 
Joshua was arrived at after a careful screening “of over 500 nominees” by its 
planning committee, following its annual conference at an unnamed venue in the 
United States. 

If you are at a loss as to the need for a special award for a Yoruba man, or for that 
matter the fact that before now, you knew nothing about either the Egbe Omo 
Oodua Parapo, or Dr. Akinwale Adewunmi, the purported signatory to its release, 
you are not alone. And you need not worry, because you are not missing anything. 

This is all you need to know: the Egbe, the planning committee, and the alleged Dr. 
Adewunmi are, in all probability, the same person — yes, you guessed right, T.B. 
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Joshua himself; and if you have been debating whether or not Pastor Joshua is 
worthy of such an award, then, sadly, you have fallen for his gimmick, which is to 
deflect attention away from his ongoing legal troubles with the Lagos state 
government. Mr. Oyetade Komolafe, the latter’s coroner, has recommended 
Joshua’s prosecution for criminal negligence after a collapsed guest house within 
his Ikotun-Egbe church left 1 16 people dead on September 12, 2014. Ever since, 
Pastor Joshua has been doing his utmost both to discredit the coroner’s report and 
ultimately derail the legal process. This totally mysterious award is his latest 
gamble. 

In any other society in which certain values are held sacrosanct, Pastor Joshua 
would be by now cooling his feet behind bars, and the fact that he is still allowed to 
enjoy his freedom, which he then uses to pervert the course of justice, tells you 
everything you need to know about the state of affairs in our country. 

For our own education, it is important to recall some of the things (at least the 
ones we know publicly) that Pastor Joshua has done till date to hide the truth of 
what happened within his church premises on that fateful Friday, and mislead the 
Nigerian public. 

First, for the first three days after the incident, he barred officials of the National 
Emergency Management Authority (NEMA) from entering the site to gather 
evidence and help survivors. 

Second, for several weeks after, until the Lagos state bowed to public pressure to 
act, he promoted the ludicrous lie that an unknown small plane was the cause of 
the guest house’s collapse. 

Third, he was caught on tape trying to pay journalists N50,000 each as inducement 
to publish falsehood about the incident. The authenticity of that tape has never 
been denied. 

Fourth, he tried to financially induce family members of the estimated 85 South 
African victims of the collapse. In December last year, he had them flown into 
Lagos with a promise to “assist them with various household expenses”. 

Fifth, and in explicit homage to some of the ignoble holdovers from our recent 
military past, Mr Joshua has created faux civic associations to champion his cause. 
Two such associations are the Oodua Nationalist Coalition and the Nigerian 
Human Rights Community, the latter ostensibly “a coalition of 135 NGOs and 
CBOs”. On Sunday July 19 2015, both published full-page advertisements in 
Sunday Sun (page 67) and The Punch (page 45) respectively, each seeking to 
absolve Pastor Joshua of any guilt for the collapsed building. The statement 
attributed to the Nigerian Human Rights Community, and signed by one Dr. 
Anselm Oboku, even had the chutzpah to suggest that the building collapse might 
have been due to “a revenge attack by terrorists”. 
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Egbe Omo Oodua Parapo is the third known association that Pastor Joshua has 
manufactured. 

In short, Pastor Joshua has spent a lot of money trying to get away with plain 
murder. He has hustled, blustered, and bamboozled. He has used every trick in the 
book and he has, up till now, failed. But there is no telling what he might do next, 
especially if the justice system stands its ground and he gets more desperate. 

As we await his next maneuver, it is critical that we are mindful of the reason why 
fraudsters like Pastor T.B. Joshua tend to flourish in a clime like ours, and what it is 
that gives his ilk their tenacity. As I have explained at length elsewhere, the T.B. 
Joshuas of this world are enabled by a potent mix of popular gullibility and 
economic vulnerability, and as the horizon continues to darken on the economic 
front, ordinary Nigerians increasingly put their trust in the hands of social agents 
who provide irrational explanations for, and solutions to, our self-inflicted crisis. 

For T.B. Joshua not to get away with murder, we must remain vigilant. Some will 
say that even if he gets away with it, he won’t be the first. It’s true. But nothing 
stops us from using this particular case to chart a new direction in our social life. 
What does it say about us as a nation if a man gets to lie and cheat his way out of 
the murder of 1 16 people? 

Ebenezer Obadare is associate professor of sociology at the University of Kansas. 

The views expressed in this article are author’s own and do not necessarily represent 
the editorial policy ofNaij.com. 
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Walter Padel ■ The University of Arizona 

was it Buhari that collapsed the building, what has Buhari got to do with this again you these Ibo boys? 
What the prof, said is correct and is the truth, though truth is bitter so I can understand you guys feelings 
and I also belive you guys are members or paid agent of SCOAN or the prophet. 



Like ■ Reply ■ Dec 30, 2015 10:48am 




Joseph Ocholi Abraham ■ Benue State University 

Shemstine thanks for your contribution. I have searched the Kansas University portal and seen that 
Ebenezer is actually an Associate Professor of Sociology. I also found him on face book initiating alot of 
calamitous arguements against especially Nigeria in a blog. Among such debates he has initiated is the 
stand of some Nigerians against gay marriage, gay rights and our opinion not to accept the position of 
liberalisation of the the act. He even tried calling some of the opinions made by very talented columnist 
foolish. From my observation his assessment of our efforts at finding a suitable ... See More 



Like ■ Reply ■ Dec 28, 2015 6:15am 



Arnoldo Fayne 

As a sociologist, the professor should direct his knowledge towards actual issues affecting 
Nigeria as a nation. 

Like ■ Reply ■ Dec 28, 201 5 9:24am ■ Edited 




Shemstine Blaqksmy ■ GM at Shemade Limited 

Is this man truly a prof? I doubt it much! And if he is, he really need deliverance to succeed in his field and 
in this world. I don't think you know what you are saying, why don't you find a better thing to write about, 
and when you don't know much about a thing, its better you just keep mute about it than to be 
embarrassing yourself this way and devaluing the most eyed title (professor) you calls yourself. Am sure 
you are truly paid to do this, or you are looking for cheap popularity. My advise to you is, if Kansas is not 
good enough, come back to Nigeria and stop disappointing us. 



Like ■ Reply ■ Dec 28, 201 5 3:33am 



Arnoldo Fayne 

Yes, here is a link to his webpage at the University of Kansas 
https://sociology.ku.edu/ebenezer-obadare 

Like ■ Reply ■ & 1 ■ Dec 28, 2015 7:37am 

Arnoldo Fayne 

The University of Kansas has a youtube video of the professor. Perhaps people can tell the University of 

Kansas what they think about this? 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6J-jQNekAHU 

Like ■ Reply ■ Dec 27, 201 5 1 1 :39pm 




Joseph Ocholi Abraham ■ Benue State University 
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Thanks to you all good people of Nigeria who stood up to the truth and spoke your minds out to Ebenezer 
Obadara. If really this man is a professor, then i am highly desappointed. Prof. I am highly disapponted in 
you. How dare you raise your voice against God's elect moreso in total ignorance. Ordinarily i donnot 
intend to debate your myopic views with you, however i want to lend my voice to the contributions of good 
friends our country who have already put you in your right place. I thought your expose which was 
captioned 'dangerous lies of TB Joshua' will tell us the stories of fake healing... See More 

Like ■ Reply ■ Dec 27, 201 5 8:59am 




Daniel Ndukwe ■ College of education zuba 

TB Joshua is not our problem the only problem we have is Mr buhari and others boko haram sponsors 
Let TB Joshua be. a person who his or her house is on fire does not pursue Rat 



Like ■ Reply ■ Dec 27, 2015 7:01am 




Walter Padel ■ The University of Arizona 

was it Buhari that collapsed the building, what has Buhari got to do with this again you these Ibo 
boys? What the prof, said is correct and is the truth, though truth is bitter so I can understand you 
guys feelings and I also belive you guys are members or paid agent of SCOAN or the prophet. 



Like ■ Reply ■ Dec 30, 201 5 10:47am 




Otobo Stgucci Vicker ■ Rivers State Polytechnic, Bori 

Mr obadare how much were u paid to do this beautiful job? U knw what? No matter ur smooth talk, nice 
words of ridicule one tin is certain No man can be greater than jehovah elect let alone God keep 
ranting. ..nice job keep it up nemesis will soon catch up with u. I know ur type too well however, note that 
ur brilliant article does not move a grain of sand in tb joshua life. Hope u remember wen he was awarded 
by late President alhaji musa yar adua HON award am sure u read d brilliant slanderous remarks nd 
libelous comments by his critics? U guys shuld come up with new tactics we are so used to this clumsy 
ones OK.. .Mr professor 



Like ■ Reply ■ Dec 27, 201 5 6:29am 




Emma Excellence ■ Works at Self Employed (Business) 

T.B Joshua wld jump and pass. I respect that man for his humanitarian services, prof sorry. 

Like ■ Reply ■ Dec 27, 201 5 6:14am 



AJ Omotayo ■ Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 

Obadare you are a stupid professor. Your publication of hate make no sense to real sons and 
daughters of Africa, we are proud of Prophet TB Joshua. We will continue to celebrate the gift of 
God in our continent. Jesus Christ the savior was hated by his people because of the same 
ignorance of spiritual things. As at today Christianity is among the smallest religion in Isreal and I 
want you to check on that and give reason why is that way if it is different from what you are 
doing now. 

Like ■ Reply ■ Dec 27, 201 5 5:1 5pm 

Mpho Ramaite 

Why waste UA time. Surely UA name is Hate. You r not telling us anything new at all. Is like u 
copyd UA story from old newspapers. Pis don't touch the Anointed one. Viva T B josh. Find UA 
relatives n do good for them. .uplift them n stop wasting UA time fighting a loosing battle. He will 
never go to jail. Fget and eat UA hate heart. Shame on u 

Like ■ Reply ■ Dec 27, 201 5 9:26pm 

a Eguaroje Ezekiel Jos, Nigeria 

You are a failure. Professor indeed! How dare you. What are you doing in the US? 

Prophet T.B Joshua is a carrier of God grace and hence a global man of God who is doing good 
wherever he goes. Nobody rejoices over the death of his fellow man let alone that tragic collapsed 
building incident that killed those that came to worship God. I can tell you they are resting in the blossom 
of our Lord. Keep your concern 

Like ■ Reply ■ Dec 27, 201 5 4:58am 

Micheal Ike Okonkwo ■ Works at Royal Darwin Hospital 

TB Joshua haters.. This is one of those who hated GEJ .. Slave tribalist pis go and hang urself. Tb is 
going higher and higher 

Like ■ Reply ■ 1 ■ Dec 27, 2015 4:22am 

J lsong-enyen Peter ■ West african peoples institute 

It's all about life. Some people were born to make positive change to humanity. While some were born to 
get all the education that they can get to cause confusion in the world. Please help me ask this author 
what he has contributed to humanity. 

Like ■ Reply ■ & 1 ■ Dec 27, 2015 3:10am 






Martins Jacobs ■ Director at Romans petroleum resources limited 



Ri ihhich 
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Like ■ Reply ■ Dec 27, 201 5 1 :40am 




Diaso Kennedy Igho ■ Production Operation Manager at Oando 
Fool 



Like ■ Reply ■ Dec 27, 201 5 3:22am 




Toluwalase Ososanya ■ Works at Loading Swag. 100% Complete. 

Investigation must be thoroughly carried out and anyone found guilty should be punished according to 
our laws. Nobody should escape justice no matter his or her position. The blood of the departed must not 
be in vain. 



Like ■ Reply ■ ov 2 ■ Dec 27, 2015 12:03am 




AJ Omotayo ■ Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 

Accident can happpen anywhere, you also need to go and do thorough investigation of Nigerians 
that died in Saudi stampede and those that die in south africa during xenophobia and hold their 
presidents responsible if you really want to fight for the dead. Accidents that result in mass death 
have been happening nobody has been jailed because it is accident. Toluwalase if your car 
involve in accident that cause death of people are you supposed to be killed or jailed? 



Like ■ Reply ■ Dec 27, 201 5 6:44pm 




Chino Nzekwesi 

Shut the fuck up man!!! you are just talking out of hatred, you got no point to prove, you are not on point... 
Is T.B Joshua the architect or contractor that erected the building??? If you looking for who to prosecute 
for that fateful incident, go look for the contactor that built the guest house, live the man alone, it's not his 
fault.. That was an accident and it's bound to happen anytime @ anywhere... Shut the fuck up... 



Like ■ Reply ■ d_ 2 ■ Dec 26, 2015 9:45pm 




Diaso Kennedy Igho ■ Production Operation Manager at Oando 

Rubbish talk. Whose responsibility it is to do proper building design and acquire appropriate 
government approvals before building a house? Owner or Contractor? Grow up man. ..your 
reasoning is childish! 



Like ■ Reply ■ d 3 ■ Dec 27, 2015 3:30am 



O Esio Uweh ■ Nigeria College Accountancy Jos (ANAN) 

Diaso Kennedy Igho, are u saying that if d national stadium collapsed on spectators, d president 
of d country or sport minister should b held responsible instead of d engineer or architec who 
handled d job? must d owner of a building know anything about building before he contract a 
person to build for him? if ur answer is no, why must TB Joshua knw what d contractor supposed 
to do? TB Joshua can only b querried if he refuses to produce d engineer or contractor who 
handled d job. he was only relying on his proffessional advice to build. 

Like ■ Reply ■ 1 ■ Dec 27, 2015 4:12am ■ Edited 

P]PB Otobo Stgucci Vicker ■ Rivers State Polytechnic, Bori 

—£1:2 Diaso Kennedy Igho what else can u not do? We that know d truth are so use to ur clumsy tactics 
y not try sth new becos it is obviously not working nor moving a grain of sand in tb joshua life 

Like ■ Reply ■ Dec 27, 201 5 6:32am 



Show 1 more reply in this thread 



Domi Dg ■ Douala, Cameroon 

I have so much proof that anyone can claim to be a teacher in the United States. They glow in most sects 
and fetishes and commit crimes against innocent men. Professor, God will overtake you this time. 

Like ■ Reply ■ Dec 26, 2015 7:24pm 




Shanaboi Cashylino ■ Information Anambra 

We know that the Prophet is untoachable because GOD is indeed with Him. 

You can write as many articles as you want but it won't change the will of GOD on that Man. 



Like ■ Reply ■ ai 1 ■ Dec 26, 2015 6:53pm 




Marian Okorowanta 

mr obadare or whatever you call yourself; i can see that you are a frustrated professor. Thank God Tb 
Joshua has no time for your type, shame on you!!! 



Like ■ Reply ■ Dec 26, 2015 6:13pm 



H Bayoalesinloye Taju Lagos, Nigeria 
mr obadaro shame on you 
Like ■ Reply ■ Dec 27, 201 5 4:04am 
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Felix Mbagwu ■ Comprehensive secondary school Avuvu 
I LOVE TBJOUSHA 

Like ■ Reply ■ Dec 26, 201 5 4:29pm 




Laji Micheals - Unilorin 

The author has stated his own facts. Rather than condemn him, whoever is against his points or opinion 
should prove otherwise. So far it's just blind and blatant sentiments being expressed here. 



Like ■ Reply ■ n 2 ■ Dec 26, 2015 3:58pm 




AJ Omotayo ■ Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 

Laji the author has not validate anything, let him come with statistics and references of his claims. 
Or is he part of those meetings where all these his claims are arranged ? We are educated 
world. Anybody can write anything. We need to know how you get your information. 

Like ■ Reply ■ Dec 27, 2015 5:27pm 




Obiekezie Stanley Nkemakonam ■ Field Manager at Lagos, Nigeria 

Professor of sociology, yet you lack cognitive reasoning. God save your students from wrong teachings 
Like ■ Reply ■ Dec 26, 201 5 3:12pm 




Christopher Odugu ■ Works at Huawei Technologies Co., Ltd 

This Prof lacks wisdom, this hate comment against the anoited man of God is uncalled for. Senior prophet 
TB Joshua is a gift frm God to Nigeria, Africa nd the world at large, nd people like Obadare cannot use his 
name to achieve cheap popularity. Let the man of God be Prof. 



Like ■ Reply ■ □ 2 ■ Dec 26, 201 5 1 :09pm 




Abdulwaheed Samail ■ Works at The Afficent 

U ar a certificated illiterate that is if u av any at all. You have nt proved anyti otherwise of the 
Author's write up. The owners of d pple that died is dat building and other concerned Nigerians 
will make sure d overseers of dat church ar brought to book. 

"Gifts from God" that prophesized dat Buhari will neva win election! 



Like ■ Reply ■ 2 ■ Dec 26, 2015 4:33pm 




Shanaboi Cashylino ■ Information Anambra 

Abdulwaheed Samail He never said Buhari will never win electioin infact everyone excluding you 
knows he was the only ond that bid the former president Goodluck Johnathan fare well before he 
was sent packing by APC. You people are not patriots. You hate your own conutry man for no 
good reason. It wasn't as if your family was part of the diseases. Those that are affected with the 
tragedy have long forgiving themselves and the Prophet. GOD BE THE JUDGE. 



Like ■ Reply ■ Dec 26, 201 5 6:48pm 



f Esio Uweh ■ Nigeria College Accountancy Jos (ANAN) 

Abdulwaheed Samail, are u a nigerian? what is unsual about buhari being d president of nigeria? 
don't write on this again. 

Like ■ Reply ■ Dec 27, 201 5 4:05am 



Show 2 more replies in this thread 




Innocent Chinda ■ Saint aquinas sec sch elele portharcourt Rstate 
I love TB joshuah 

Like ■ Reply ■ Dec 26, 201 5 12:49pm 




Michael Farmers ■ The Chartered Institute of Logistics and Transport Ireland 

I have never deigned to post a retort to garbage from depraved minds like this author. And now as I am 
posting it, i asked myself, what is the goal? So i look in the Holy Book. 

Let us read what the Holy Bible says about his ilk; 

Romans 14:10-12 

Why do you pass judgment on your brother? Or you, why do you despise your brother? For we will all 
stand before the judgment seat of God; for it is written, “As I live, says the Lord, every knee shall bow to 
me, and every tongue shall confess to God.” So then each of us will give an account of himself to God. 
You Mr columnist spoke about Egbe Omo Oo... See More 



Like ■ Reply ■ 3 ■ Dec 26, 201 5 1 :04pm ■ Edited 




Abdulwaheed Samail ■ Works at The Afficent 

I now understand why Prof Pat Utomi said Nigeria is full of certificated illiterates n fools, u ar lyk a 
derailed train. Every single word by this Author is well thought out. U could nt write anyti 
otherwise. 



Like ■ Reply ■ si 3 ■ Dec 26, 2015 4:28pm 
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Elijah Springs ■ Supernatural Training Center 

Non of these comments have attempted to address or redress any of the issues raised by the professor 
in a objective manner. John Paul even goes on to attack the person of another preacher while trying to 
discredit the article about one preacher! Amazing! 



Like ■ Reply ■ 5 ■ Dec 26, 2015 12:11pm 




Obiekezie Stanley Nkemakonam ■ Field Manager at Lagos, Nigeria 
Tell us what you think, wisest. 

Like ■ Reply ■ Dec 26, 2015 2:51 pm 



% AJ Omotayo ■ Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 

" Tell me Elijah is this author part of these arrangement he claimed to know much about or an 
investigative journalist? What informed his publication? Accident can happen anywhere. You that 
are pressing that the prophet should be jailed, do you know if that happen is going to be a judicial 
precedence that can be argued for any cases of accident that result into death? Nobody knows 
what may happen tomorrow in whatever organization you claimed to belong to . If a accident that 
result in death occurs, the same precedent can be invoked because death is death either one 
person is involved or many. You not going to have your people in power always. 

Like ■ Reply ■ Dec 27, 2015 7:1 1 pm 




Kedmon Hungwe ■ St Augustine's High School Penhalonga 

There is nothing new here. A lot of speculation, hearsay, and conjecture. The professor has been on the 
prosecution for this case for some time. See http://allafrica.com/stories/20140928001 1 .html. He was one 
of five American based (African professors) who called for the immediate arrest of TB Joshua 
immediately after the tragedy. Now he is calling the tragedy "murder." The dictionary defines murder as 
"the unlawful premeditated killing of one human being by another." This goes far beyond the findings of 
the coroner's inquiry. This piece of writing is not worthy of the academic standing of the author. Dr 
Obadare should desist from emotive arguments that tarnish his academic standing. 

Like ■ Reply ■ 1 ■ Dec 26, 2015 10:53am 




Ejiofor Modestus ■ CEO & Founder at Self Employed (Business) 

Mr. Obadare Sir, Prophet T.B Joshua is far above what or who you take him to be, so stop this campain 
of calumny; even if the Prophet should be in prison today, such prison will turn to a pilgrimage centre 
because it won't contain its host. God is with his servant no matter what you people do. 



Like ■ Reply ■ Dec 26, 201 5 10:27am 




Temidola Akintomide ■ Chief Operating Officer (COO) at Nutro Technologies 

The Prof might not have some proven points but he sure nails some. Let's stop being blinded by mere 
religion and deal with the known issues raised. What's God got to do with matter at hand please! 



Like ■ Reply ■ d 3 ■ Dec 26, 2015 10:24am 



^ - Solomon Pobish 

4 God's sake associate prof as u called urself. What gain have u 2 kill ur brother's image 4 common man- 
made judgement? Pis allow God's servant 2 b handle by god himself. I wonder if a prof will reason like a 
roadside haweker! Pis behave like uni Kansas prof. 



Like ■ Reply ■ Dec 26, 201 5 10:03am 




Sean Samuel 

The article says, "the alleged Dr. Adewunmi are, in all PROBABILITY, the same person". How can such 
an article like this be published without any facts or evidence? Naij has ruined the integrity of their site to 
allow such hateful articles to be posted in an attempt to defame a man of God's character. Mr. Ebenezer 
Obadare I don't know what you are teaching over there in Kanas University but your article is baseless 
and poorly written. 
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000- N400, 000. Toyota Camry big. daddy=N450,000. 
Honda... See More 



Like ■ Reply ■ Dec 26, 201 5 6:32am 




Felix Nana ■ Works at Self-Employed 

This Obadare is full of envyjeaiousy and hatred. ..all evidence of myopia and emptiness. Throwing blows 
he cannot defend leaves him open to opobrium and ridicule. 



Like ■ Reply ■ Dec 26, 2015 6:13am 
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